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The Cross and the Gospel:  Where God Meets Man

….[B]ut we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 
and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  

The life of a Christian is a life lived under the Cross.  The Way of the Cross is 
our Way.  Early Christians  referred to the movement that followed Jesus as 
“The Way.”  They gathered together in joy, but suffered persecution for the 
sake of Christ to the point of death.  Christ tells His disciples, in the Gospels, 
that His Way is not easy:

And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If 
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me.  For whoever would save his  life will lose it, but 
whoever loses  his  life for my sake and the gospel's will save it.  For 
what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his 
soul? For what can a man give in return for his  soul? For whoever is 
ashamed of me and of my words in this  adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he 
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

494 years  ago, Martin Luther challenged the assumptions of the Church that 
taught that God could be known and discovered by man through the visible 
and evident things  that He had created when he nailed his  95 theses to the 
door of the castle church in Wittenberg and requested a debate.  The life of 
the average Christian was  subject to papal authority for they were the 
scholastic learners, kept in check in part by medieval superstition (the 
masses  were largely uneducated), and widespread corruption and 
exploitation at the hands of the clergy. 

Today, the church is  confronted with several similar challenges which 
include:  (1) a rejection of the traditions  of the past;  (2) the adoration of the 
abilities  of everyman to know and discover God on his  own;  (3) the 
blessings of God which result in wealth and prosperity;  and (4) an 
accommodation of the culture around us  that seeks  not to give offense.  
Different labels, same problems – the message directs the focus of the 
gospel to me, my life, my abilities, an authority other than God. 

In 1518, Luther was called upon to defend his 
“new theology.”  Luther responded with a series of 
Theses that challenged the universally accepted 
teaching of the day that God could be known and 
shown to be from the visible things that He had 
created.  Those assumptions, based in large part 
on the philosophy of Aristotle and the writings of 
St. Thomas  Aquinas, led the conclusions  that man 
cooperated and participated in his own salvation 
as it was worked out in fear and trembling.  Grace 
was still necessary, but it only helped man on his 
way – a supernatural filling of the gas tank.  The 
Heidelberg Theses, as they are known, establish 
the centrality of the Cross as  the focal point for the 
message of the Gospel.  The message of the 
Cross confounds the wisdom of this world and 
appears to us as foolishness.  It is  a scandal an 
offense, not an inspiration.  

Over the next several weeks, we will explore the 
foundations  for this understanding of the Gospel 
message on which the Lutheran tradition is 
founded. Topics will include:

 •  Law and Works
 •  Sin and Repentance
 •  Suffering and Man’s Will
 •  Grace and Mercy

Paul’s  epistles, the Gospels, and the message of 
the Prophets  will form the Scriptural basis with the 
Heidelberg Disputation as our outline.  

Some historical background is required for the 
study.  A half day seminar one Saturday in  
February is being considered.  Please note your 
interest on the sign up sheet and mark the best 
date available for you.  
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